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» newspapers of January 7th, 1960, released the news 
has been expected ever since the General Conference 
momise of 1956 providing for a seventy-member commis- 
) study the jurisdictional system. The report that “no 
Ichanges” are advised in the jurisdictional structure of 
ism. So the four-year study of these valuable’ leaders 
ut to be a “dud” and the money spent almost an absolute 
The unChristian character of racial segregation is de- 
. with the weasel words, “To legislate the immediate 
tion of the Central Jurisdiction would be harmful to the 
a, and especially disastrous to Negro Methodists. Many 
g members would be without full fellowship in local 
es or Annual Conference. If Negro churches are accepted 
ite conferences and Negro members are admitted into 
urches, the Central Jurisdiction will disappear in those 
where this is accomplished. However, in large sections 
Jhurch, Negro Methodists would be left without oppor- 
be included in interracial churches and interracial con- 
_We are agreed in this report that the Church cannot 
sh the racial jurisdiction. Drastic legislation will not 
the fully, inclusive Church we all desire. We must 
es to education and experimentation in the creating 
imate al and psychological—in which an inclusive 
bdist Church will be a reality.” = _- 
V r how some of the members of the Commission 
2 consent of their consciences to go along with such 
report. Certainly they have been living in a dif- 
than that of the Methodist Federation from which 
for no good reason. They have compromised 
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ethodism and Constitutional Racial Segregation 
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, should have stood firm. Better to have been  5- .This legislation will place Negro Methodists in a position <¢ 


under which we can go forward in Christian 
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The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial membership 
organization, founded in 1907, seeks to deepen within the Church, 
the sense of social obligation and opportunity to study, from the 
Christian point of view, social problems and their solutions and to pro- 
mote social action in the spirit of Jesus. The Federation stands for the 
complete abolition of war. The, Federation rejects the method of the 
struggle for profit as the economic base for society and seeks to replace 
i with social-economic planning to develop a society without class or 
group discriminations and privileges. In seeking these objectives, the 
Federation does not commit its members to any specific program, but 
remains. an inspirational and educational agency, proposing social changes 
by democratic decisions, not by violence. 
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to take the following action: 

Add a new Article to be known as Article VI of paragraph 
29, to read: 

“The Central Jurisdiction may also be abolished by the 
transfer of the following Episcopal areas with the conferences 
and. Bishops affected under the provisions of Par, 8, Art. IV, 
Section 12 and Par. 28, Art. III. ; 

Atlantic Coast area and Baltimore Area and Overseas Service 
to the Northeastern Jurisdiction. 

St. Louis area to the North Central Jurisdiction. 

New Orleans area to the North Central Jurisdiction, or to 
the SouthWestern or the Western areas as the New Orleans area 
Conferences may elect. 

Upon announcement by the three colleges of Bishops of the 
required majorities the transfer shall immediately be effective.” 


THE ARGUMENT for this memorial which goes further — 


than the Commission’s report but not as far as the New Testament 

is as follows: 

1. This legislation WILL TAKE THE CENTRAL JURISDIC- ~ 
TION OUT OF THE CONSTITUTION of the Church. 

2. It will make possible future progress towards Christian 

brotherhood without Constitutional Amendments. , 

It will restore the situation which was surrendered in orde 


ground even if it does not advance as far as some of us 
would wish. eS = = 
4. Consideration is shown those areas of the church as yet 
- unwilling to accept complete integration. This legislation 
avoids coercing an unwilling segment into a position in which 


it has not reached Christian maturity. _ 


equality rather than “giving” them the preferred treatm 

in a special jurisdiction as being different from the rest of 
__ their fellow Methodist. 00 8 Se Sy 
To those Methodists who think this memoria 
far enough, may I urge you to give such study t 
tion under which we must operate as will prod 
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to achieve Unification in 1936-9. It will at least regain lost — 


Dr. Willard Uphaus has been sentenced to a prison term of one 
vear in the state of New Hampshire on charges of Contempt of 
Court. 

AND SINCE: This charge has grown out of the refusal of 
Dr. Uphaus to supply to the Attorney General of New Hamp- 
shire names of persons who had been guests at World Fellow- 
ship, Conway New Hampshire, during the years of 1953 and 
1954 lest the sharing of such names expose them to public scorn 
and loss of livelihood. 

AND SINCE: “World Fellowship of Faiths is a movement 
open to people of all faiths, races and nationalities and social 
convictions who seek to understand one another's religions and 
cultures and to strengthen one another in working for peace, 
brotherhood and plenty for all.” (Pamphlet of World, Fellow- 
ship 1959.) 

WE: Fellow members of The Methodist Church serving on 
the Board of Social and Economic Relations of the California- 
Nevada Conference meeting in San Francisco, California, on 
January 8, 1960, desire to assure Dr. Uphaus of our brotherly 
sympathy with him in prison isolation and of our prayers. 

WE DO THEREFORE JOIN: Methodist Bishop John Wesley 
Lord of Boston and many fellow churchmen in_ respectfully 
requesting Judge George R. Grant, Jr., of the Merrimac Superior 
Court, Concord, New Hampshire, to grant the defendant immedi- 
ate clemency. 


THOUGHTS FROM MY PRISON CELL 
By WILLARD UPHAUS 


I today end my third week in prison. Unless I keep busily 

engaged reading and writing, I incline to think this all a dream. 

‘But my cell and the narrow corridor outside where I may walk 
os during the day are not a dream. Bars and brick wall separate 
_-_ me from God’s outdoors. I never realized what blessing is fresh 
breeze on my cheek and foot on the good earth. 


As my courageous wife, Ola, wrote in her first letter, “God 
will not demand more than we can bear.” As the crisis approached 
_ we asked ourselves, across the table at home, “Can we take it, 
if we have to?” It helped to live into the future and be spir- 
itually prepared to pay the price for our convictions. New 
fampshire can put my body behind bars; it can never imprison 
my spirit. We are in a great prophetic succession. I am upheld 

a letter from our good friend, Dr. Harry Ward, to whom we 
in the Federation owe so much: “Besides the love and prayers 
that bring the spirits of your friends, your cell is full of the 
living presence of that great company who, from the first 

ays of our faith have chosen prison torture and death rather 
than betrayal of its principles.” Our burdens are light com- 


‘ 


the world, even our faith.” 


friends, who add much hard work for my early release.’ The 
as been objective and generous. Editorials in great dailies 
, Louis Post-Dispatch and New York Times bring the 

tention of the country. On the day of the hearing, 
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Press representatives have visited me in prison, 


alex, Lord’s open letter to Judge ‘Grant, 


Jesus. We can say with St. John: “This is the victory : 


truly strengthened by the prayers of our many __ Fellowship, because state police obviously took their auto 


en and correspondents went out of their way to a 


broadcast a 45-minute interview I gave in my 


who sentenced me, in which he pointed to the “wave of 1 
sion that is sweeping the nation” and warmed of revive 
McCarthyism, was given prominent place by press and r 
Papers speak of. floods of letters and telegrams being rece 
by Judge Grant and Governor Wesley Powell. Warren C 
of Zions Herald and Methodist News in the Boston area, a gu 
at publicity, has put many hours of devoted labor into t 
cause. Under leadership of Fellowship of Reconciliation a | 
tion to the court was signed by 109 educators, ministers 2 
political figures, including Rep. William Meyer of Ver 
Rev, Martin Luther King, Professor Sorokin of Harvard | 
Norman Thomas. A second was signed by twenty-five B 
Hampshire ministers. The holiday season has brought 500 gre 
ings and letters. Aubrey Williams wrote, hopefully, “Your @ 
is one the American people can understand.” Friends in ¢ 
World Fellowship family and in Religious Freedom Commit 
are constantly at work. Dr. Worley, our beloved MFSA pre 
dent, finds many hours in a busy schedule to strike blows for 
freedom. So how can we be anything but strong when © 
also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesse 
So much is involved that I bow my head in humility, ask 
what I can do for my fellowmen to make me worthy of my & 
dom when it comes. ; 

Why did I say “No” again to Attorney General Louis Wym 
and the court? January 5, 1956, I told the court I could not 
good conscience comply, since doing so would be violati 
biblical teachings against bearing false witness, our Bill of R 
which protects freedom of assembly and of religion, and 1 
teaching of my church against “guilt by association.” Noth 
until December 14, 1959, in any way altered my conviction. ~ 

During these days of false witnesses and corrupt inform 
we are reminded again of our religious tradition. Profes 
George Williams, church historian at Harvard, in Theology Tor 
“Reluctance to Inform” says: ; a 

Reticence about giving names or other information which could 

official or social harassment of the persons named, has historic 

entered so deeply into the conscience and mores of men in 
society that we are scarcely aware of how ancient the impulse is: 
how venerable its sanctions. No one was held in greater contemp 
the Jewish coimmunity than the informer, 


He shows how this “reluctance” survived sin the early sh 
and throughout church history. <4 


I knew well the consequences for myself and other religi 
leaders when the Un-American Activities Committee in s¢ 
sessions in 1953 heard and later published lies of dis 
informers. I knew Mr. Wyman asked me to do something 
pletely degrading when he called for names and addres 
innocent persons who had done nothing more than com 
World Fellowship to enjoy a vacation and talk about the so 
religious and international problems the world faces 
knéw the embarassment of good citizens who came 


‘ 


Our religious and civil liberties are ae 
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{actually become a part of our Christian experience, or 
if been neglected? Is is enough to have it read. or must it 
nderstood and practiced? Our civil liberties are “the inalien- 
‘Hights of every human being,” it declares. These rights 
rot the gifts of governments, but the gifts of God. Civil 
“mments exist, not to confer these rights, but to guarantee 
. to all men alike.” But our governments, federal and state, 
tr domination of the Un-Americans, take them away. 

Dur connection with our historic past, our traditions of con- 
itional liberty and ethical religion, may be severed, because 
vy people, satisfied with mere pomp and ceremony, do not 
their freedoms. How often has Dr. Ward, in the SQB and 
xany other ways, warned the indifferent about threats of the 
»e state. Techniques of the police state are often subtle and 
)ptive, since they strike at the soul of man; but beware of 
‘time when, our liberties crushed, the snarling teeth of the 
/ are exposed, 

My heart warms when I think again of all the heroic things 
g done in my behalf and in behalf of others who wish to 
‘the First Amendment restored to its-proper place in our 
pty. Happily the love of freedom still lives in the hearts of 
y. We live in hope and faith, a hope and faith that goes 
md our borders and is now becoming universal. But we are 
yet secure. If we neglect to act, we do so at our peril. 


‘Sermon by REV. EDWARD L. PEET 
$ January 3, 1960 
‘Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.” 

5 Exodus 20:16. 

Monday, December 14, 1959, heavy doors of Merrimac 
nty jail in Boscawen, New Hampshire, shut on Dr. Willard 
aus, Methodist Local Preacher, man without criminal ten- 
ies. Through 25 years of personal acquaintance I have not 
m a more Christ-like man. Jails are not pretty places. I _ 
“preached in jails. Saintly Mr. Uphaus has an 8x12 cell 
‘small folding cot, small sink, chair, table, radio and over- 
light to live in for 365 days and nights. 

fhe December 15th New York Times devoting a quarter of 
ge to his biography said: 

Dr. Willard Uphaus looks like divinity school teacher which he has 
een; like good Methodist layman, which he is. x 
He looks not at all like the leader of unpopular causes. But he also 
as been that since student days-at Indiana University. 

In his seventieth year, he is slightly built of medium height, with a 
ock of unruly white hair, face that shows long exposure to all kinds 


_ Weather and disarmingly gentle voice. ~~ es. 

speak of Willard Uphaus as offering you opportunity to 
and write for justice. “Justice” Daniel Webster said: “is 
at aim of man on earth, ligament which holds civilized 


and womer 


ists and laborers, for Socialists and Republicans, for Pacifis' a 


He invited Mr. Wyman to come to the farm; to see and hear 
for himself. He quoted to him the philosophy of Charles Weller, 
its founder, written in the 1930's: 

“Any idea or set of ideas that moves a considerable number of 
ee to organize and work for improvement of life on this earth is 

a faith.” 

There was no bar at World Fellowship, no arms, no police— 
nothing but people of many faiths on inexpensive vacation seeking 
and dreaming of a better world for themselves and children. Mr. 
Wyman demanded list of all guests at World Fellowship in 1958 
and 1954. Our Methodist local preacher friend said: “No. I will 
give you anything else within reason but not the guest list of 
our farm in 1953 and 1954.” 


THREE REASONS GIVEN 

Friend Uphaus bases declination on three documents of faith. 

First is the Bible. In the Concord office of Mr. Wyman he 
lifted up his well worn Bible saying: “On this I stand.” To his 
cell he has taken that Bible. 

The ninth commandment: “Thou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbor,” he extends not only to lying, but also to 
unfaithful or harmful words concerning one’s neighbor. He is_ 
enjoined by conscience from doing or saying what might bring 
neighbors into undeserved contempt. With the Apostles he would 
say: “We must obey God not men.” He said: 


“I believe it morally wrong to put innocent people into the hands 
of investigators who have power to harass, to punish through ugly 
publicity, and to take away means of livelihood.” 


If in East Germany where church going is frowned upon, a 
pastor were to turn over the names of his members to the gov- 
ernment we would condemn that man. I am chairman of the 
local branch of Protestants and other Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State. Certain people cordially dislike 
this organization and would boycott the business places of mem- 
bers if they knew who they were. They will not know. No 
pressure can extract that list from our officers. We will not 
bring our fellow members into scorn or economic danger lest — 
we infringe the Commandment: “Thou shalt not bear false wit- 
ness against thy neighbor.” Bee 

With Bible in hand Dr. Uphaus takes the same stand. May 
God uphold him! ~ 2 

Second, he bases his No on the Discipline of the Methodist 
Church. Becta 
Dr, Uphaus came to the Methodist Church because 0} our 


rig 


trenchant social message. Ours is church with room for capit: 


others.. John Wesley, our founder, said: _ ) 
“J will not quarrel with you about any opinion. a hear 
opinions. Only see that you love the Lord your God with hea 
mind and strength and your neighbor as yourself. I ask : 
This is the climate he fosters at World Fellowship. 
He laid Methodist Discipline in front of Mr. 
“We stand for recognition and maintenance of rig 
bilities of free speech, free assembly and free press; an for 
essential to. disc ry of t3 ieee rag 
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You can give. You can deny yourself some of the many silly 
things that raid your purse, sending your dollars to The Willard 
Uphaus Defense Fund, 66 Edgewood Ave., New Haven, Conn. 

You can write. You can substitute ten creative minutes with 
pen for ten not so creative minutes before TV set asking Judge 
George R. Grant, Jr., Merrimac County Superior Court, Concord, 
New Hampshire, to grant immediate clemency. You can write 
a letter of Christian brotherhood to Dr. Uphaus, Box 9, Bosca- 
wen, New Hampshire, saying that you heard his story, that you 
wish him well in 1960 and that you are praying for him every 
day. Letters are little things but letters are mighty. “The deed— 
the deed” then to answer his deed. Who for conscience’s sake 
would not go up and down a talebearer among the people! 


BEHIND THE HEADLINES 


Prevailing trend in our foreign policy moves back into cold 
war instead of forward toward a warless world which. significant 
events in the last of 1959 pointed out both imperative and 
possible. 

In the speeches of the President’s goodwill tour there is no 
exposition of his affirmation just before Premier Khrushchev’s 
visit, that “universal disarmament is: really the one great hope 
of the world’s living in peace in future years.” Neither is: there 
the priority in the communique of his private talks with the 
Soviet premier, that “the question of general disarmament is the 
most important facing the world today.” In the opening address 
in India, the world gets a new slogan for U. S. policy: “Peace 
and friendship in/freedom” is apparently offereed as substitute for 
peaceful, mutually and generally beneficial competitive coexis- 

tence. Its inability to supplant the only alternative to nuclear 
mutual annihilation is in its statement, worn threadbare by all 
modern imperialists: “There are greater things in the world even 
than peace. Therefore, freedom must come first.” Freedom to 
live in a world mostly ashes, and covered with deadly vapors? 
. For whom? : 

-This was added, instead of a call to disarm: “the obliga- 

‘tion to join in company with like-thinking. people for mutual 

__ self-defense.” This is NATO and SEATO enlarged—an expanded 
cold war program. . 

_ The same contradictions between principles and program 

appear in the opening address to the new Congress. Nuclear 

_war is described as “ultimate insanity.” Then, instead of uni- 

_ versal disarmament as “the most important facing the world 


_ only in settlement after war. In relation to the “ultimate in- 
ity’ of nuclear war they are irrelevant and meaningless. 
t proposals for complete general disarmament in four years, 
outlined ‘specific steps for its achievement are reported as 
‘pression of “an interest in measures to reduce the common 

” Then, in approaches to the irrelevant “just 


of war. 
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' today,” our goal is set as “just peace.” These words have reality ~. 


oes ea ‘ i peaceful coexistence for its economic warfare. 
disarmament is given third place, after “widening of — i feta alten ret 


lunications between our two peoples,” and “negotiations — 
not the time come for its leaders 
of all who are like minded to cc 


to Asia. Your moral leadership has, for us, meant colonialism and ® 

the philosophical, moral, political and social bankruptcy of a nuel 

arms-race. B. 
In his session opening speech to NATO Secretary Herter @ 
clared the Soviet’s willingness to negotiate. major issues 189 
doubt. “It would be grave error to base our plans for 
future on more optimistic appraisal than is warranted by ¢ 
facts.” There has been “no real change in Communist inte 
tions. . . . Deeds have not followed words.” Who first unilé 
erally suspended bomb tests and helped draft, and signed, t 
peaceftl coexistence agreement for Antarctica? a 


How much do we help negotiations succeed by taking neg 
tive attitude toward possibility of success? . 
The Secretary, instead of urging progress toward ending # 
cold war, foresees “Western diplomacy emerging from t 
trenches ofeold war and engaging the Soviet Union in battle) 
mobility and*maneuver.” So risks of “ultimate insanity” contint 


More serious than these contradictions is when the Preside 
changed his indefinite extension of our ban on bomb tests 
give more time for the current negotiation to a day to day bas 
This action was based on “intemperate and unsupportable 1 
marks by Soviet scientists at Geneva.” Hanson Baldwin ¢ 
siders that, besides attempt to prod Russia into agreement, 
President’s action was sop to those in his administration wh 
have the fixed idea that Russian purpose is unpoliced cessati 
of testing. These are people who want both tests and cold ¥ 
to continue. As diplomacy this action is more likely to dé 
than speed agreement by arousing Soviet resistance to anytht 
that looks like an attempt to pressure them to accept 4 
proposals. 4 


Dispute between their scientists and some of ours is OV 
recent underground tests of ours, whose authors admit requi 
probably two years of very expensive. work to prove tk 
validity for large explosions. Writing on this issue to the Neé 
York Times (Dec. 30, °59), Jay Orear, chairman of the disarm 
ment committee of the Federation of American Scientists, sa 


“In spite of some unreasonableness from the Russian seit 
tists, it should be made clear that both sides did agree to 
improved detection system after~discussing the cushioning 
new technique). The Russians did not object to our sug 
improvements and even offered some of their own.” 


Add treatment of this “cushioning” incident to utter. 
the President and Secretary of State; throw in the fact 
agenda of neither party for this session of Congress includ 
disarmament question, and-that few members will see th 
of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR to the Parliamer 
World on this issue, and it is clear that our foreign 
proceeding more on the basis of continuing the cc 
towards substitution of disarmament for its arms_ 
the number who desire to escape nuclear war inc: 
of the position taken by the National Council | 
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educate. the nation on this 


">: 


